Cambridge June 22  1844

It is a shame, dear Parker, that I have not fulfilled
my promise of keeping up a sort of journal - stream to float
to you our gossiping news & my foolish thoughts.  I would go on I say
but, did I not believe that after a confession those buts are a kind
of sneaking rascals that strive in an underhand way to nullify all the
foregoing acknowledgment.  Your letters have been a refreshment to me
greater than you can conceive, especially the last which has just fallen
on my table from Berlin.  In an instant I was there, three or four
sentences made me almost at home in the streets & lecture rooms.  Much
as I have known you, I had yet to learn that you had such a genius for
description.  But I missed old Neander, of whom I have lying before me a
[inelligible] [sketched?] by one of his bearers, with his head just peering over his
desk, drawing at a lecture in most comic fashion.  Why didn't you mention
him?  I take it he is one of the natural curiosities of Berlin.  Mad. de Stael
was struck with the new & modern look of Berlin, - the absence of the
past in its appearance, - I was rather displeased with it.  "I feel,"
she says, "that in American I should love their fresh cities & new
institutions, because there nature & freedom are enough to satisfy
the soul, without the need of remembrances; but on the
sil of our old world we want the past." -  How is this? -  In
Frederick:  time subsequently, Prussia seems to have been regarded
by the sewans of Europe as one great barrack; its capital must
now be allowed, I suppose to be the headquarters  of philosophy, theology
for Europe: but perhaps the militant character is only transferred from
the soldiers to the churchmen & the schools, - as Porter tells us that Chelsea
College in Eng, was designed by James I. for polemic divines & then
by a very small & easy alteration was made a receptacle of of
maimed & dis

[top of letter]
I have no space left to tell you how we are getting on at the school, only that faith I had tenfold more inspiring power than I find I have; & our young men are often miserably prepared.  Our visitation comes in a few days.  L Forthingham is to hold forth to the
Alumini; of course we shall have double distilled conservatism.  Ptnam has the PBK oration, which will give, I suppose, another knock at reformers. & of course will be extolled







abled soldiers.
June 23d.  The loveliest of summer days, I have been to W.  Roxbury to
preach:  my wife & little boy went with me, & we spent the day at Mr.
Lamot's most delightfully.  You have in your parish some of the best families in
the world; & one proof, among many, of their wisdom, is that they love & prize
you so much.  You speak of my preaching there in such a way as gives me great
satisfaction; - if I can keep your people supplied with course brown bread, which
as I have to offer, till you come to feed them with the finest of the wheat, I
shall do the best I can expect.  I have to preach to good plain, honest hearted
people in the country; & sometimes I think it is all I am fit for, - not but that
^that is a good deal.  I have become convinced, I am not made for
Chapel preaching at College, or that is not made for me.  You say that you hear
the brethren don't exchange with me:  whether they would generally,
should I apply to them, I don't know;  I have asked but few, & these chiefly the
youngmen, & have met as yet with no refusal.  I gave you a list in my last of
those who have already been there:  since then, I have exchanged with Lippett,
& am to do so next Sunday with young Pierpont.  The truth is, I have found so
much pleasure in going to W.  Roxbury, that I have been disposed to enjoy  it
myself, & have sought very few exchanges.  If the bigotry of Christian
liberality should bind me up in the bundle of condemnation with you,
why I should rather go tohell with you than to heaven with them.
^Though I am inclined to think the directors of the two parties might be
the reverse of this.  I well knew   that I am in favor with neither of the
Unitarian divisions; both the old
Conservative &   the new Methodistic party
have put a black mark on me; be it so, they will
probably ^or horribly soon have an opportunity
to put a man after their own heart in my place; & the less I have
to do with either of them, the better I shall like it.  You need not be under any
alarm about getting me into trouble, I assure you, - By the way, I heard the
other day, that Dr.  Parkman(!) would like to preach at W.  Roxbury; - I have
not asked him, I probably shant. -
June 25 - To return to Berlin, - I am at a loss to know whether you were
better pleased with the lectures on Dagert forte & lene, & the
episodes on Soph Paruk & Mappish, or with the German
ladies.  There is something ominous in your remembrances (evidently or
fond) of those Bathe [latin symbols] girls
if Germany.  It is for this that a theoligan trawls through Europe?
And then too that in looking over the books you sent from Paris, now
lying at Mr. Russell;, I should light upon such a choice edition





If the Scripteres Erotiaca, to be laid up for your  future solitary study
in the retirement of West  Roxbury! & among these even the Portratia
of Langus!  And this is what you have come to, after roaming
through the old world, is it?  Oh, Parker, these things look bad;
I hope you will be able to give a good account of them, when you return.
Remember Helioderns, Bp. of Tricca, another of the "Ethiopick Story",
of whe the ever memorable John Hales tells us, that being
summoned by a provincial synod to answer for "his loose & wanton work",
he "was told, that which was true, that his work did rather endanger
the manners than profit the wits of his reader, as nourishing loose & wanton
concerts in the heads of youth; & having his choice given him either
to abolish his work or leave his bisherprick, not willing to lose the
reputation of wit, chose rather to resign his place in the church
& as I verily think, his part in heaven."  Such is the judgement of
honest John Hales.  Let this bishop of W.  Roxbury think of a synod of
Boston minsters, & take warning, ere it be too late, from the fate of the
Bp. of Tricca.  Then too your triumphant procession with an Archduke
& his bride smacks rather too much of aristocracy for us poor
sans curlettes here at home:  I suppose you will be so topping that
there will be no speaking to you when you get among us.  Now to
come back to America; there is one thing of which I can speak
with serious & earnest joy:  that cursed Texas measure has been
defeated by a large majority in the Senate; & so we breath again.
Still it is the determined policy of the South, & will one day, I fear,
be effected; even those who are opposed to it are not so from principle,
but from some considerations of present policy, which will
give way, whenever our Slave-holding masters can remove certain
little obstructions.  At least, so I fear, we are full of the talk, whether
a Clay, a Tyler, or a Polk shall be dubbed with the title of President for the
next few years.  When shall we see a principle excite half as much
interest among our people?  Yet bad as we are, are we not ahead of the nations?
I hope





you will see Sydney Smith before you return; - & I know  you will not come
home, as Dewey did, to whitewash American sins.
June 26.  You want to know all about the men & things here, - My hand
is on the oar so perpetually, that I have little chance to look round, & see
where other boats are going as how they are arranged, Samson, whom I
should like to see every day.  I have seen only once. I believe, since you
left us.  He & bennett manage the Examiner with a good deal of ability,
I suppose,-whether in a high & generous spiriit, is another question; but I do
not find time as much inclination to read it.  You say you cannot forgive
L.  for not exchanging with me:  I hardly know what you can refer
to,.  I have not asked him to exhcange, indeed have hardly seen him,
since I preached at W.  Roxbury; - it is, I suppose a matter of accident.  I have
great respect & esteem for him, as one of the few who have a mind for large
& good things.  Geo.  Ripley is doing better than ever, - at least so they report
of him.  The Community is much enlarged by the additions of many
families, mechanics &c, & a greater variety of occupations introduced.  I
understand they are trying to come, as much as possible, into the Fourier
System.  I have great regard for these people; at any rate they are
willing to make some attempt towards the doctrines of labor &
life: & are trying to live out what they believe to be the truth.  Yet I
always feel a distrust (arising I presume from old prejudices) of all
plans like Fourier;, which would seem to say, "got to now, by means of
mechanical arrangements & progressive series we will construct a
perfect form of society."  It seems too much ike applying mathematics
& mechanism to the free soul,- too much like attempting
so to arrange mankind, that the square of the oblique diagonal
of conduct shall be equal to the two squares of the base of nature,
the perpendicular of education.  But I find the Sweden bargains are much
struck with Fourier; system, it is, they think, a correspondence of outward
organization to what Swedenberg has revealed if spirit-life - the
form which represents to social theory of sorts in the spirit - world.  So at
least it is spoken of..God speed any attempt to emancipate us from
the peverse & artificial ways of living which so often oppress us we know
not why.





The other men, about whom you enquire, are going on about as usual, I believe.
Walker, though in Cambridge, I see scarcely oftener than when I was in
Watertown.  He studies & learn recitations, but gives no lectures, at which last I
am surprised, always wise, far-seeing, & bold in saying safe things.  He stands
as heir-apparent to the Presidency of the College, about as undesirable an office
as can well be, unless one is deeply in love with the square cap & oak chair
of Comm.  Day, - Brownson (as report goes, for I have not seen  him this
longwhile) has joined, or will soon join, the Catholic Church, in form:  he is to
perform, take it, the function if their philosopher; - priest he
cannot be, without discarding his wife & children, which, however, they say, he
would find no difficulty in doing.  I have not yet found out what he means by
church:  his last manifesto on the subject decared that all the Churches
intendrum, including even the Papal, are but fragments & parts of the
universal or Catholic Church, which tocommon optics ook like saying simply
that the invisible, spiritual church of the
good everywhere is the true Cath.  Church:  & surely it is not finding "a mere
mert" to say this.  But then again he would deny that he means this: & so we are
all aback again.  The fact is that it is the reckless & bold assumptions of intense
ego in which gives him 2/3 of his hold upon the public, who always admire an
egotistical man that says "I am an Oracle;" a modest or diffident man is a fool if
he expects to be thought anything of.  Emerson, as ever, dwelleth in his own
pure heaven, the Pherma, whence with the high, mild wisdom if the
prophet, he speaks to the seekers, who look up, & sometimes perhaps mistake
a hale for a sun.  Ableumingon his great & good soul!  & when he shall go from
us, let us wish him-"tenuem et em pondere terram,
"Spiratesqucrocos, et in uma perpetuum ver."
Stetson, with a spirit vastly bigger than his big body, is doing the same manly
& good things as ever,-making speeches & preaching sermons which all true
men & women delight to hear,- shaking his sides very honestly at his own wit,
which at the same time makes other people shake theirs, & sometimes in a
triumphant gala-hour of success floundering rather too much in a sea of
wisdom & humor without knowing apparently what to make for
Putnam has lately declared that the
antislavery & temperance reforms must be opposed, & has spoken a good word
for war in an Artel.  Elect.  Sermon: & as he is the present oracle
in the ministry, others say after him:  so we go. -  Of another individual, about
whom you inquire, one Francis, I would say something perhaps, but not
having made a text-book of Mason on Self-Knowledge.  I fear I should not say it
wisely.  Yet I will say of him







that he aims to do his duty, loves goodmen & delights to learn from them,
but considers his own life a failure, a poor fragment of what it might have
been.  He knows his own faults & could make a larger list of them than those
who are busiest with them, if Confernons were not for the most part
a disguised form of boasting.  He would gladly know whether he is doing any
good among the young men with whom he is connected; but of that he remains
uncertain: & he would try to do something for the world, if he did not already
find everything better done than he can do it.  But enough of him: requescat in
pace.  What "New Spirit of the Aye" I have been giving you above! for mercy:
sake, keep it all for your own private use & behalf.
June 28:  I must look back, & tell you something about our may Anniversary
Week.  The Unit.  Arrive. spirit meeting had its usual table of contents,
- an introductory speech from the Pres.  (Judge Story) complimenting the
Unitarians on being the great vanguard in the cause of Protestant liberty (!), &
full of fright at the prospect of the return of Romanism upon the world. -  Then
followed the smooth annual Report, in which the doings of our infentisimally
small squad in the religious world were duly registered by the General
Secy (darum et venerabile manner).  Then came the speeches on
the topics before agreed upon, about which I forget, except that C.  Brooks
(the Professer of Humbugology) told many wonders marvels of
his knowledge of the Protestants of France, at which the
good folks wondered with open eyes & mouths, & for which he took care to
have prepared (or you may use the active voice, if you will) full-
cheeked puffs in the next day's paper.  But soon a movement was made that
gave a new turn to affairs.  May of Leicester introduced a motion, growing out
if the case of the Savannah Church, that the Unit.  Assoc.  do express, as by
body, their entire & unmingled abherrence of slavery by their
missionaries or agents whenever these shall be called for at the South.  This
was the signal for something real, but the hour was late, & the business was
assigned to an adjourned meeting.  It occupied a part of the next day
(Wednesday), part of Thursday & the whole of Friday till 10 0'clock at night:
The original motion meanwhile had been abandoned, & a set of excellent
resolutions introduced by Stephen Phillips of Salem, expressing the sense of a
Society on the whole subject of slavery, strong & thorough, but kind & manly
in spirit.  Upon these the debate was warm & earnest, but in good temper
(except in case of Lunt of Quincy who broke out into a tornado of
excitement against, the Abolitionists, of which I did





not imagine him capable on any subject).  After a hard fought battle on
both sides, the resolutions in full & without alteration were carried by a
majority of 3/4 to 1/4 of the Society.  This is the first time that I have seen
anything that could be called a deep, spontaneous, hearty, earnestmen in the
doings of A.  U, Assoc.:  but now there was, I assure you, a good deal of it.!
Twas curious to see the difference between this & the questions we commonly
have, such as whether we shall exchange with the Universalists?  Whether
deacons & other laymen shall be encouraged to pray at Vestry meetings?
Rather kindred topics so worthy to occupy the interest of the enlightened
Unit. clergy drawn together from all parts of Mass.  (Apropos, the
Great General Assembly of thePresbyterian Church, gathered from all quarters
of the U.  S.,  spent the time of their meeting ^this year (5 or 6
days) in discussing the question, whether the elders should be allowed to
empose hands in the consecration of the clergy?.  Bravo!.  & yet we
have the face to laugh at the councils of former days). -  Among the
orthodox, I heard of but one thing of any interest during Anniversary Week, &
that was from Pres.  Park of Andover, who at the Pastoral Assoc.  blazed away
with sarcasm & eloquence at the pretensions of the Episcop.  Church,
especially Purseyism.  There was a grand man meeting for the celebration of
the Temperance cause on the Comon, wh did my heart good.
June 29. - I thank you most sincerely for your kind interest [shown in?] my
books. I suppose you have received my letter, in which I told you that you [??]
funds to pay for them in the hands of Baring Brothers & Co, by an order from
Mr.  Ward of [??] if there should not be enough, I will pay the remainders soon
as you come home.  It is a [shame?] the College has not employed you to
purchase books for them, as they might have done, allowing you good
compensation for your trouble, & saving I verily, believe 1000 dols themselves,
I proposed it to Walker; but the arrangements of the Corporation were all
made, & that boody listens to nobody but themselves.  Our Library has lately
receieved 900 or 1000 vols of German books & classics, which I am sure have
cost the Coll 1/5 part more than they should
I am amazed at the cheapness of some of the books you have sent home for
yourself.  There is a very rare curious book - Craig's Theological
Christiance Principilia Mathmatica - which I saw it long since
on Kayser's Deutsche Bucherkunde &c von 1750 bis Ende 1823,
published at Leipzig, 1825 -  I suppose you will have left Germany before this
letter reaches you:  but if, by means of the above directives, you could, by any
agency you have, procure that book for me without trouble, I should be greatly
obliged.  I have given your message to Mr.  Brown just as you directed, & he
desired me to say to you that it is not in their power to make any arrangement
with an English house, but that the best way would be for you to try once more
to effect it when you shall be in London..If this appertains to you De Watte, I
hope most earnestly you will be able to find means of sale for that most
excellent book for the Eng.  public.  I was glad to see
a notice of your Miscellanies in the (Eng) item Teacher.  No writings
of our day have met & are meeting so earnest & arousing a want of
multitends, as yours.  They are living writings,






& make others live, & that is their charm.  I grieve to learn that your head still
troubles you:- pray use prudence in season, that physical malady may not
enfeeble or diminish the benefits of your mission among us, for a great mission
you have performed, & will perform, trust, for the ultimate good of those, who,
as has been said "have frequent quarrels with Reason, which at least men so high,
that they give her a bill of divorce, & turn her out of doors, with a
Restuas tibi haberto.! - I long sometimes for "a lodge in some vast
wilderness ", out of the way of our theological world.
We all regret here very much that you did not go to Greece with Dr.  Howe &
to Egypt, sa we hear you might.  You are the man of a thousand to go to these.
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countries, not to mention it would have done you good, I think. -  Miss Mar.
Fuller has lately given us a book full of the best matter, "A Summer Ramble in the
West", an account of her journey last summer & its impressions.  I owe that
excellent lady the amende honorable:  for I used to be prejudiced against
her; now I know her better, & think she has a noble soul, besides being our Mad
de Stael in intellect.  Did you meet, or shall you not try to meet, the author of
Festus in Eng?  I want to know something
of him, also what has become of Leigh Hunt whose prose works have lately
charmed me, - If you sail on the 19th August, I fear this may be the last time
I shall be able to write.  I long to see you face to face - I hope my few epistles
have all reached you..Yours most truly C. Francis


